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CARRIE UPDATE
F O L L O W I N G  G O D ’ S  L E A D I N G  O N  A  N E W  J O U R N E Y

• Praise God that I have had a 
sense of His presence and His 
peace as I have been seeking 
His direction.  

• Praise God that He is birthing 
new dreams and passions into 
my life.

• Praise God that I have been 
learning more about Him and 
more about myself during 
these challenging days.

• Pray that if God does want me 
to adopt He would open the 
doors for me to walk through.

• Pray that if there is a little 
person out there that God 
intends me to parent, that He 
would bring us together as a 
family in His timing.

• Please pray for the SIM 
missionaries and partners in 
Zimbabwe who continue to 
minster to needy people.

Praise Items 

& Prayer 

Requests 

Carrie Elsden:  314 Barton Street West, Hamilton, ON  L8R 2J2  Canada ~  c.elsden@sympatico.ca  ~ celsden.wordpress.com 
SIM Canada: 10 Huntingdale Blvd.  Scarborough, ON.  M1W 2S5 ~ www.sim.org ~ www.sim.ca ~ 1-800-294-6918 

z Merry Christmas z
So, once again it has been a while since I have been in touch.  This has again 
been because I’ve been seeking to confirm what God has for me next.  As 
hard as it was to make the decision not to continue to pursue long-term 
ministry in Zimbabwe, it was just as hard to figure out where God was 
directing me instead.

 I have spent a lot of time thinking and praying about spending a shorter term 
in Zimbabwe, and some of you know that there was an invitation for me to 
spend a year with the Hope for AIDS project there.  However, I do not feel 
that this is what God has for me at this time and I couldn’t get any peace 
about the idea of pursuing that opportunity.

Instead, I feel like God is leading me on a completely different path now, one 
that will be centered here in Hamilton.  Over the past months as I have taken 
time to pray and seek God’s will, I have also focussed on reconnecting to my  
community here and have developed a stronger support base for my next 
adventure (more on that to follow).

Psalm 16: 8 - 11
I have set the Lord 
continually before me; 
Because He is at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken.  
Therefore my heart is glad 
and my glory rejoices; My 
flesh also will dwell 
securely.  For You will not 
abandon my soul to Sheol; 
Nor will You allow Your 
Holy One to undergo decay.  
You will make known to me 
the path of life; In Your 
presence is fullness of joy; 
In Your right hand there are 
pleacsures forever.  
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On a more personal note, I have been thinking and praying for quite some time about adopting a child.  
Now that God has resolved my questions about ministry in Zimbabwe, I feel free to begin to pursue this 
more seriously and see if God opens the doors for me to bring a little person along for me to love and 

care for.  I know single parenting will not always be an easy 
journey but I am ready to make room in my life for another person 
and I can hardly wait to see what God may have in store for me!

For those of you who have supported me so faithfully over the past 
two years, I thank you all sincerely.  Your financial and prayer 
support has meant so much and has been an incredible testimony 
of the love that God has put in the hearts of His people for the 
nations of the world.  I hope that you have seen God’s blessings in 
your life as you have been faithful and generous to Him.

I am currently working with SIM to finish out my involvement 
with them and to cease receiving support.  The money that has 
already come in will likely be used to bless the Hope for AIDS 
project in Zimbabwe, the work that I was to be involved with 
there.

This has been a long and winding path that we have journeyed 
together and I have so appreciated your company through this all.  
I will continue to be in touch as more details come together and I 
see where the path ahead leads.  I wish you all a blessed and joyful 
Christmas with your families and friends.

       Carrie Elsden       

I am just beginning to connect with others around some ministry opportunities here in Hamilton, when 
I’m not working as a Public Health Nurse and Lactation Consultant.  It is exciting to see that God has 
birthed a similar passion in a few of us around working with New Canadians and even in the area of 
Human Trafficking, so it will be interesting to see where those passions will lead us.

Pictures of Zimbabwe that now become memories instead of my goal.


