
• That there would be increased 
opportunity to share my vision 
for ministry in Zimbabwe 
with churches, groups and 
individuals

• That I would be wise as I 
continue to move in the 
direction of ministry within 
Zimbabwe

• That I would be discerning 
and obedient to God’s calling 
and perfect timing, even if 

that is different from my own 
desires

• That God would use this time 
of preparation in my life to 
draw me nearer to Him and to 
prepare my heart, most of all, 
for the road ahead

• For the Zimbabwean people - 
for leadership and governance 
which is wise, strong in 
integrity and honouring to 
God
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CARRIE OVERSEAS
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It’s  been a while now since I updated all of you and 
shared where God has brought me so far.  As  you 
can see in the bar to the left, support has been 
coming in since my trip to Zimbabwe earlier this 
year.  At times the support raising has seemed slow 
and at other times God has  brought unexpected 
blessings  from unexpected places!  God has  truly 
blessed me so far and I am encouraged to see what He 
has in store for me next.  I trust that His timing of how 
and when the remaining support will come in will be 
perfect and for my good.

Romans 10:13-15 - For,  "Everyone who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved."  How, then, can they call on the one they have 
not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of whom they 
have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching 
to them? And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is 
written, "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"

Prayer Requests 
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Present Support
Monthly ongoing needs: 
$3,156 of  which 18% is 

pledged!  One time 
expenses: approximately 
$26,345 which includes 
such things as pre-field 

preparation, tickets/visa, 
purchase of  a used vehicle, 

household setup and 
language learning.  To 

date, God has blessed me 
with nearly $10, 800 

towards these expenses!

Monthly Support Progress
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I also now have ministry bookmarks that you can use as reminders for yourself to pray for me.  These 
can also be given out to anyone you think might be interested in hearing more about my planned 
ministry in Zimbabwe.  These are available now and I have lots, so please let me know if you would like 
some to distribute.
Thanks sincerely to all of you who are regularly lifting me in prayer and who continue to remember the 
people of Zimbabwe in prayer as well.  The situation is still very precarious for those who are living 
there and many are struggling to meet their basic needs.  In the first quarter of 2009, nearly seven 
million Zimbabweans were relying on emergency food aid, but this number is expected to
decrease to around 2.8 million by the first quarter of 2010. 
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Zimbabwe,
as God wills . . .

God has really been strengthening my faith particularly in the area of prayer.  What an incredible 
blessing to have an opportunity to develop deeper roots in that discipline before I arrive overseas.  I’m 
sure that as I adjust to life in Zimbabwe, Africa I will need to put that new strength in prayer to the test!

As the Fall season gets under way, I am hoping to have 
more opportunities to share my vision to work for God in 
Zimbabwe with other individuals, groups and churches.  
In order to really get started with this, I need your help.  
If any of you have any small group meetings, church 
events, families, friends or individuals that you think 
might be interested in hearing about the vision God has 
given me to work in Zimbabwe, please let me know.  The 
more I am able to connect and share with new people the 
more God can lead them to consider supporting me 
through prayer or financial assistance.  

I don’t have any firm dates at this point of when I will be heading to Zimbabwe.  I am learning that 
support raising and sharing with people here in Canada is not a static event, making it hard to set 
deadlines and goals.  I expect to see what happens in the next 6 months or so and then seek God’s 
direction as to a goal to be in Zimbabwe.  I truly am open to whatever God has for me in the timing of 
my beginning my overseas ministry but I know that it is also helpful to have some plans in place to 
guide my time here in Canada.  I will be sure to update you all again as plans become more firm and as 
God continues to guide and direct me forward from here.  

Outskirts of Mutare, Zimbabwe where families are using any 
available land to plant small gardens to feed themselves.

mailto:c.elsden@sympatico.ca
mailto:c.elsden@sympatico.ca
http://www.celsden.wordpress.com
http://www.celsden.wordpress.com
http://www.sim.org
http://www.sim.org
http://www.sim.ca
http://www.sim.ca

