
Support Needs
As I seek to move forward 

from here in following God’s 
call to Zimbabwe, the need for 
prayer and financial support is 

becoming more urgent.

As we are entering into tax 
season I urge you to 

prayerfully consider whether 
you could contribute this 
year’s tax return toward 

supporting me.  Alternatively, 
now is a good time to plan to 
increase your tax return for 
next year by making a tax-

receiptable donation for either 
one time or ongoing/monthly 

support.

• Praise God for a very 
successful trip to Zimbabwe!

• Pray that God would begin to 
bring confirmation to my 
plans to be in Zimbabwe 
(details of language study, 
living situations, TEP, etc 
would begin to come together)

• Pray that I would be 
discerning and obedient to 
God’s calling, even as we 
continue to determine how to 

move forward toward ministry 
in Zimbabwe

• Pray that practical details of 
closing up my life here in 
Canada would come together 
(e.g. making a plan for 
renting/selling my house)

• Pray that God would use this 
time of preparation in my life 
to draw me nearer to Him and 
to prepare my heart, most of 
all, for the road ahead

I’m Back!
F O L L O W I N G  G O D ’ S  L E A D I N G  T O  A  L I F E  O V E R S E A S

CARRIE OVERSEAS
F E B R U A R Y  2 0 0 9

It’s very surreal that I’m actually back in Canada again after spending 
3 weeks in South Africa and Zimbabwe.  God has been so faithful to 
me and the trip was made with 
no illness or issues.  I was 
traveling with two SIM 
directors; the director for the 
Regional Office of Southern 
Africa (ROSA) and the UK 
sending office director.  This 
exploratory trip turned out to 
be a great opportunity for me 
to see some of the situation in 
Zimbabwe, to see some 
potential ministry 
opportunities for myself there and to get the valuable perspectives of 
these Leaders as I seek to follow God’s leading forward from here.
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Looking out over Mutare, Zimbabwe
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So, following our whirlwind tour through Zimbabwe (3000 km in 8 days of travel) there are lots of 
things to figure out but I still feel that God is leading me to work in Zimbabwe.  The country is 
absolutely beautiful and the people have such a wonderful hope and optimism despite the difficulty of 
the present situation many of them are struggling with daily.  I also found that while the daily living for 
me in Zimbabwe will not always be easy, living there as a foreigner seems manageable.  However, in 
order to make it so, I will likely need to raise additional funds to allow me to travel out of Zimbabwe to 
access food supplies and to meet with other missionaries for debriefing and emotional support.  I will 
also need to raise funds for a vehicle as this is the only way presently to move around Zimbabwe 
readily.

As was expected before my trip, the HOPE for AIDS program that 
is running in Mutare, Zimbabwe caught my attention as a program 
that could match with the skills God has built in me quite well.  
The Registered Nurse who is running the Home-Based Care 
program is great and I had an opportunity to accompany her on a 
couple of home visits.  

Before I embark on any nursing ministry, I expect to spend 12-18 
months focussed on language study.  Although the official 

language in Zimbabwe is English, in order to understand the 
hearts’ of the people I need to be well versed in their local dialect, Shona.  Currently, SIM is looking 
into a Shona language course in Harare, Zimbabwe that I may be able to attend to begin my language 
learning.  Much further language study will likely happen in local contexts, possibly in Mutare as I also 
connect with the HOPE for AIDS leadership.

Next steps include applying for a Temporary Employment Permit (TEP) to allow me to enter Zimbabwe 
for work and study.  I also have lots of practical planning to do here in Hamilton to bring many aspects 
of my life to a close as I prepare to move to Zimbabwe.  This includes raising sufficient support to cover 
my ongoing monthly and one time expenses.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I’d love to hear from you all and to know how I can also be praying 
for you.  Over the next number of months, I am hoping to build up a more consistent support group as I 
continue to move along on this journey.  I hope to begin contacting with each one of you to sit down and 
share more and for you to consider if and how you might like to join with me in this ministry.

Blessings,  Carrie

For more updates as I continue to prepare and raise support, visit my blog at:  celsden.wordpress.com
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Zimbabwe,
as God wills . . .

Home-Based Care Visit in Mutare
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