
Education
In late July, I wrote a 

certifying exam to become an 
Internationally Board Certified 
Lactation Consultant (someone 

who is internationally 
recognized as being highly 

trained to provide 
breastfeeding support for 

families).  The exam is a very 
long, detailed and involved 
one.  I am hopeful that this 

certification will provide me 
with more opportunities to 
minister to women and the 

babies.

• That I would be wise as I 
continue to move in the 
direction of ministry within 
Zimbabwe

• That if ministry in Zimbabwe 
is unwise at this time, that 
work with Zimbabwean 
refugees from a neighbouring 
country might be possible

• That those with more ability 
to read the situation (esp. 
ROSA and those in 

Zimbabwe) would be able to 
provide me with wise 
direction and guidance

• That I would be discerning 
and obedient to God’s calling, 
even if that is different from 
my own desires

• That God would use this time 
of preparation in my life to 
draw me nearer to Him and to 
prepare my heart, most of all, 
for the road ahead

z Hello All z
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CARRIE OVERSEAS
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I hope this letter finds you well and enjoying the beautiful Fall 
weather.  I am looking forward to an upcoming week off work and a 
chance to do some further preparations for my time overseas.  Of 
course, I also plan to get 
some free time to visit 
with friends, spend time 
with God and enjoy what’s 
left of the nice weather 
from my hammock!
   I hope you all have an 
opportunity for some 
relaxation and time with 
God and friends this Fall 
as well.
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Some of you have been a part of my journey over the last months as I’ve been praying for and seeking 
out ministry opportunities in Africa.  It is only in the past few months that it looks as though I have 
some further direction.  I have always wanted to work and live in Zimbabwe, which is a land-locked 
country in southern Africa (see the map).  The political climate and difficult living conditions there had 
led me to believe that that would not be a possibility in the near future and I had begun to look at other 
options.  However, I could not get Zimbabwe out of my head (despite some pretty amazing invitations 
to work in other parts of Africa)!

I contacted SIM to determine if there would be any possible work among the Zimbabwean people, if not 
in Zimbabwe itself, then perhaps in a neighbouring country among 
some Zimbabwean refugees (current estimates put 3+ million such 
people in neighbouring South Africa alone).  Not only did it turn 
out that there may be such opportunities for me in South Africa, 
but SIM’s Regional Office of South Africa (ROSA) was willing to 
consider having me work within Zimbabwe!  Not only would this 
ministry opportunity be located in the country I’ve always felt 
drawn to, I would also be working with the Hope for AIDS project, 
specifically in the area of maternal-child health.  This is exactly my 
area of passion and expertise!

Now, many of you are probably wondering how this can be a possibility at this time when Zimbabwe is 
going through some of the greatest upheaval seen since independence from Britain in 1980.  At this 
point, I cannot be sure of what this will end up looking like.  I certainly recognize that this invitation is 
very precarious.  I also am acutely aware of the fact that this invitation has opened doors for me which I 
believed to be firmly shut and that it is about a a year from when I would actually begin my time 
overseas (my tentative date being September 2009).  So, I am going to move in the direction of ministry 
in Zimbabwe.  I don’t know what exactly will be down the road, but I am going to commit to moving 
forward to see what happens.  The opportunity to work in South Africa with Zimbabwean refugees also 
remains open, so I will move slowly but surely and trust that as I seek God and as I continue to remain 
open, He will allow doors to open or to close on this opportunity.  

Please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I’d love to hear from you all and to know how I can also be praying 
for you.  Over the next number of months, I am hoping to build up a more consistent support group as I 
continue to move along on this journey.  I hope to begin contacting you all to sit down and share more 
with you all and for you to consider if and how you might like to join with me.  

Blessings,  Carrie

For more on the local situation in Zimbabwe, visit: news.bbc.co.uk  or  www.zwnews.com
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Zimbabwe,
as God wills . . .
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