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CARRIE OVERSEAS
F O L L O W I N G  G O D ’ S  L E A D I N G  T O  A  L I F E  O V E R S E A S

• Praise God that I have had a 
sense of His presence and His 
peace as I have been seeking 
His direction.  

• Praise God that He is birthing 
new dreams and passions into 
my life.

• Praise God that I have been 
learning more about Him and 
more about myself during 
these challenging days. 

• Please pray that I would have 
patience and faith as I wait on 
God to further show me His 
plan for my life.

• Please pray that God would 
close doors that He doesn’t 
want me to walk through, and 
open those He does.

• Please pray for the SIM 
missionaries and partners in 
Zimbabwe who continue to 
minster to needy people.
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z Hello Again z
     This prayer letter is long overdue, but God has been working out some 
things in my life over the last few months and I waited until I had some 
peace about these issues before I shared them with you all.  It probably 
comes as no surprise to you that after more than two years working at raising 
support with no significant gains noted within my financial backing, it was 
time to re-evaluate God’s call on my life.

For several months I have been spending extra time in God’s Word and in 
prayer, seeking His guidance and leading as I considered whether He wanted 
me to continue to pursue long-term ministry in Zimbabwe.  I recently took 
two weeks to work through a reflective study aimed to help God’s people in 
decision making.  The two weeks were challenging and showed me much 
about myself and drew me nearer to God.

At the end of this time, I feel that God is clearly leading me away from long-
term ministry.  I do not know whether this door will reopen at sometime in 
the future but for now, God has given me a deep peace about considering 
other options and leaving behind the dream I’ve been living towards ministry 
in Zimbabwe.                                                     (continued on next page . . .)

Psalm 16: 8 - 11
I have set the Lord 
continually before me; 
Because He is at my right 
hand, I will not be shaken.  
Therefore my heart is glad 
and my glory rejoices; My 
flesh also will dwell 
securely.  For You will not 
abandon my soul to Sheol; 
Nor will You allow Your 
Holy One to undergo decay.  
You will make known to me 
the path of life; In Your 
presence is fullness of joy; 
In Your right hand there are 
pleacsures forever.  
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Next Steps
The plan, at this point, is for me to continue to seek a deeper 
relationship with God and to trust that His plans for me are always 
good.  I am also excited to strengthen my ties with my community 
here at my home church, Hughson Street Baptist and to look for 
opportunities to serve in a greater capacity and to reconnect with 
people there in a significant way.  I am excited and encouraged but 
also at times a bit scared and 

overwhelmed as I try to sort out what the future may hold.  It feels 
a little like starting from scratch and with so many years invested 
toward ministry in Zimbabwe, it is hard at times to figure out how 
to best move forward from here.  I do know that God is faithful 
and whatever direction He leads me in, will be one that is lovingly 
best for me and also glorifying to Himself.  The days ahead are 
challenging but God is a great big God and yet He is intimately 
involved in the details of our lives.  I know that the result will be 
beyond what I could ask or imagine.

       Carrie Elsden       

So What Now?
This is a question that remains without an answer right now.  I am prayerfully considering several 
options including a shorter term mission trip within Zimbabwe or in South Africa working with 
Zimbabwean refugees.  I am also considering what ministry opportunities might be available here in 
Hamilton for me to be involved in outside of my regular work hours.

If not Zimbabwe, then where? God knows and He'll lead me as I seek to obey Him.


